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3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
Down Regulator with Dynamic Output Voltage Control

General Description

The MAX1536 constant-off-time, pulse-width-modulated
(PWM) step-down DC-to-DC converter is ideal for use in
+5.0V and +3.3V to low voltages for notebook and sub-
notebook computers. The MAX1536 features an internal
PMOS power switch and internal synchronous rectifica-
tion for high efficiency and reduced component count. No
external Schottky diode is required across the internal
synchronous rectifier switch. The internal 54mQ PMOS
power switch and 47mQ NMOS synchronous-rectifier
switch easily deliver continuous load currents up to 3.6A.
The MAX1536 produces dynamically adjustable output
voltages for chipsets and graphics processor cores using
a logic-level control signal. The MAX1536 achieves effi-
ciencies as high as 96%.

The MAX1536 uses a unique current-mode, constant-off-
time, PWM control scheme. It has selectable Idle
Mode™ to maintain high efficiency during light-load
operation, or fixed-PWM mode for low output ripple. The
programmable constant-off-time architecture allows a
wide range of switching frequencies up to 1.4MHz, opti-
mizing performance trade-offs between efficiency, output
switching noise, component size, and cost. The
MAX1536 features a digital soft-start to limit surge cur-
rents during startup, a 100% duty-cycle mode for low-
dropout operation, and a low-power shutdown mode that
disconnects the input from the output and reduces supply
current below 1pA. The MAX1536 is available in a 28-pin
thin QFN package with an exposed backside pad.

Applications
Notebook Computers
DDR Memory Termination

Chipset/Graphics Cores
with Dual-Supply Voltages

Active Termination Buses
Pin Configuration

N A X1/

Features

4 Dynamically Selectable Output Voltage from
+0.7V to VIN

¢ Internal PMOS/NMOS Switches
54mQ/47mQ On-Resistance at V|N = +4.5V
63mQ/53mQ On-Resistance at V|N = +3.0V

+3.0V to +5.5V Input Voltage Range
1.4MHz Maximum Switching Frequency
2V +0.75% Reference Output
Constant-Off-Time PWM Operation

Selectable Idle Mode/PWM Operation at Light
Loads

100% Duty Factor in Dropout

Digital Soft-Start Inrush Current Limiting
<1pA Typical Shutdown Supply Current
<750pA Quiescent Supply Current
Thermal Shutdown

1% VouTt Accuracy Over Line and Load
External Reference Input

Power-Good Window Comparator

Selectable Power-Good Blanking Time During
Output-Voltage Transition
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Ordering Information

PART TEMP RANGE PIN-PACKAGE

MAX1536ETI -40°C to +85°C 28 Thin QFN 5mm x 5mm

MAX1536ETI+ -40°C to +85°C 28 Thin QFN 5mm x 5mm

+Denotes lead-free package.

Minimal Operating Circuit
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1-888-629-4642, or visit Maxim’s website at www.maxim-ic.com.
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MAX1536

3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
Down Regulator with Dynamic Output Voltage Control

ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM RATINGS

Vce, IN, SHDN, SKIPto AGND ..o -0.3V to +6V
OD, OD, GATE, PGOOD to AGND ..........ccooviii -0.3V to +6V
COMP, FB, REFto AGND...........c.oooiiiieiiii -0.3V to +6V
TOFF, REFIN, FBLANK to AGND .............ccoooei. -0.3V to +6V
INTO VGG oo -0.3V to +0.3V
PGND to AGND ..o, -0.3V to +0.3V
LXtOPGND ..o -0.3Vto (ViN + 0.3V)
LX Current (NOte 1)..ccviiiiiiieeiiee e +5.7A
REF Short Circuit to AGND...........coooiiiiiii Continuous

Continuous Power Dissipation (Ta = +70°C)

28-Pin Thin QFN (derated 20.8mW/°C above +70°C;

part mounted on 1in2 of 10z Copper).........ccceevviviren. 1667mW
Operating Temperature Range
Junction Temperature........................
Storage Temperature Range .............ccoeeveeennn.
Lead Temperature (soldering, 10S) .......ccooceevviiiiiiiieenn. +300°C

Note 1: LX has clamp diodes to PGND and IN. Thermal limits dictate the maximum continuous current through these diodes.

Stresses beyond those listed under “Absolute Maximum Ratings” may cause permanent damage to the device. These are stress ratings only, and functional
operation of the device at these or any other conditions beyond those indicated in the operational sections of the specifications is not implied. Exposure to
absolute maximum rating conditions for extended periods may affect device reliability.

ELECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS

(Circuit of Figure 1, VIN = Vce = VSHDN = +3.3V, VRerIN = +1.5V, SKIP = AGND, Ta = 0°C to +85°C, unless otherwise noted. Typical

values are at Ta = +25°C.)

PARAMETER | SYMBOL | CONDITIONS MIN TYP MAX | UNITS
PWM CONTROLLER
Input Voltage VIN, Vce 3.0 55 Vv
Output Adjust Range VouT VREFIN VIN Vv
Feedback Voltage Accuracy VB - Vee = Vin = +3.0Vio Ta = +25°C 10 +85°C 3 0 +3 mV
VREFIN | +5.5V, ILoAD =0 Ta = 0°C to +85°C -4 0 +4
Feedback Load Regulation lsLK%D:V%tCO 3:5A,VeC = VIN = +3.0V10 +5.5V, 0.3 %
FB Input Bias Current IFB VEB = 1.01 X VREFIN -50 +50 nA
Dropout VDo Vce = ViN = +3.0V, ILoaD = 3A, FB = AGND 189 330 mV
PMOS Switch On-Resistance RPMOS Vec = Vin = +4.5V, LoD = 0.54 o4 %0 mQ
Vce = VIN = +3.0V, ILoaD = 0.5A 63 110
NMOS Switch On-Resistance RNMOS Ve = Vin = +4.5V. lLoap = 0.54 all & mQ
Vce = VIN = +3.0V, ILoaD = 0.5A 53 90
Maximum Output Current louT(RMS) | (Note 2) 3.6 A
Current-Limit Threshold LMt (Note 3) 4.0 4.8 55 A
Idle Mode Current Threshold SKIP = AGND 0.21 0.60 1.00 A
Zero-Cross Current Threshold SKIP = AGND 200 mA
Switching Frequency fsw (Note 2) 14 MHz
RToFF = 30.1kQ 0.24 0.30 0.37
Off-Time tOFF VFB = 0.3 x VREFIN RTOFF = 110kQ 0.85 1.00 1.15 us
RTOFF = 499kQ 3.8 4.5 52
Extended Off-Time VFB < 0.3 X VREFIN 4 X tOFF us
On-Time tON (Note 2) 0.3 us
Soft-Start Time (Note 3) 3 x 256 Cycles
Quiescent Supply Current Icc + IIN | SKIP = AGND, Vrg = 1.01 x VREFIN 350 750 pA
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3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
Down Regulator with Dynamic Output Voltage Control

ELECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS (continued)

(Circuit of Figure 1, VIN = Vcc = VSHDN = +3.3V, VREFIN = +1.5V, SKIP = AGND, Ta = 0°C to +85°C, unless otherwise noted. Typical

values are at Ta = +25°C.)

PARAMETER SYMBOL CONDITIONS MIN TYP MAX | UNITS
lcc + I E)TEI\(IJ;ASNSE\)/ current into Vcc and IN; 0.2 20
Shutdown Supply Currents —— - HA
lIN SHDN = AGND; current into IN; LX = 0 0.2 20
ILx SHDN = AGND; current into LX; LX = +3.3V 0.1 20
REFERENCE
REF Voltage VRer | Vcc =VIN=+3.0Vto +5.5V 1985 2.000 2.015 \Y
REF Load Regulation IREF = -1pA to +50pA 10 mV
REFIN Input Voltage Range VReriIN | Vcc = VIN = +3.0V to +5.5V, Vce > VREFIN + 1.35V 0.7 2.0 Vv
REFIN Input Bias Current IREFIN VREFIN = 1.5V, VFB = 1.01 X VREFIN -50 +50 nA
FAULT DETECTION
Thermal Shutdown TsHDN | Rising, hysteresis = 15°C 165 °C
Vce and VN rising, hysteresis 60mV typical 2.4 2.6 2.8
?;;i;vcjgage Lockout Ve - VREFIN, Ve rising, hysteresis 60mV typical 09 135 v
Vce - VFB, Ve rising, hysteresis 60mV typical 0.9 1.35
PGOOD Lower Trip Threshold No load, falling edge, hysteresis = 1% (Note 4) -12.5 -10 -8.0 %
PGOOD Upper Trip Threshold No load, rising edge, hysteresis = 1% (Note 4) +8.0 +10 +12.5 %
PGOOD Propagation Delay trcgoop | FB forced 2% beyond PGOOD trip threshold 5 ys
PGOOD Output Low Voltage ISINK = TmA 0.1 \
PGOOD Leakage Current High-impedance state, forced to +5.5V 1 HA
FBLANK = Vcc 112 150 188
Fault Blanking Time tFBLANK | FBLANK = open or AGND 75 100 125 us
FBLANK = REF 37 50 63
INPUTS AND OUTPUTS
SHDN, SKIP, GATE, VIN = Vcc = +3.3V,
VSHDN, rising edge, hysteresis = 100mV 0.9 13 16
Logic Input Threshold VSKIp, ——— V
Vgate | SHDN, SKIP, GATE, VN = Ve = +5.0V, 115 155 105
rising edge, hysteresis = 100mV
Logic Input Current SHDN, SKIP, GATE -0.5 +0.5 pA
FBLANK = Vcc Vce - 0.2
, FBLANK = REF 1.8 2.2
FBLANK Logic Thresholds VEBLANK FBLANK = open 08 1o \
FBLANK = AGND 0.2
FBLANK Input Current IFBLANK | FBLANK forced to AGND or Vcc -5 +5 bA
OD On-Resistance Robp GATE = Vce 10 25 Q
OD Leakage Current GATE = AGND, Vop = +5.5V -50 +50 nA
‘OD On-Resistance Rop | GATE = AGND 10 25 Q
'OD Leakage Current GATE = V¢, VOD = +5.5V -50 +50 nA

MAXIM

9ES IXVIN



MAX1536

3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
Down Regulator with Dynamic Output Voltage Control

ELECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS
(Circuit of Figure 1, ViN = Vcc = VSADN = +3.3V, VRerIN = +1.5V, SKIP = AGND, Ta = -40°C to +85°C, unless otherwise noted.) (Note 5)

PARAMETER | SYMBOL | CONDITIONS MIN TYP MAX | UNITS
PWM CONTROLLER
Input Voltage VIN, Vce 3.0 55 \
Feedback Voltage Accuracy V\;FEBF"N Vee = VIN = +3.0V to +5.5V, 1L0AD = 0 4 +4 mv
FB Input Bias Current IFB VFB = 1.01 X VREFIN -50 +50 nA
Dropout VDo Vee = VIN = +3.0V, ILoaD = 3A, FB = AGND 330 mV
PMOS Switch On-Resistance RPMOS VeC = ViN = +45V, lLoaD = 0.54 %0 mQ
Vce = VIN = +3.0V, I LoaD = 0.5A 110
NMOS Switch On-Resistance RNMOS Vec = Vin = +4.5V, LoAD = 0.5A & mQ
Vee = VN = +3.0V, ILoaD = 0.5A 90
Maximum Output Current louT(RMS) | (Note 2) 3.6 A
Current-Limit Threshold ILmIT (Note 3) 4.0 5.7 A
Idle Mode Current Threshold SKIP = AGND 0.21 1.00 A
Switching Frequency fsw (Note 2) 1.4 MHz
RToFF = 30.1kQ 0.24 0.37
Off-Time tOFF VFB = 0.3 x VREFIN RTOFF = 110kQ 0.85 1.15 us
RTOFF = 499kQ 3.8 52
On-Time tON (Note 2) 0.3 us
Quiescent Supply Current Icc + IIn | SKIP = AGND, VFg = 1.01 x VREFIN 750 pA
lcc + I E)I?IZ:)I\(I) OrA:ZII\ISE\)/, current into Vcc and IN; 20
Shutdown Supply Currents —— - uA
IIN SHDN = AGND; current into IN; LX =0 20
ILx SHDN = AGND; current into LX; LX = +3.3V 20
REFERENCE
REF Voltage VREF Vce = VIN = +3.0V to +5.5V 1.98 2.02 V
REFIN Input Voltage Range VREFIN xgg N Y/::‘E;Jig\‘/;gvﬁ'fsv' 0.7 2.0 v
FAULT DETECTION
PGOOD Lower Trip Threshold No load, falling edge, hysteresis = 1% (Note 4) -12.5 -8 %
PGOOD Upper Trip Threshold No load, rising edge, hysteresis = 1% (Note 4) +8 +12.5 %
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3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
Down Regulator with Dynamic Output Voltage Control

ELECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS (continued)
(Circuit of Figure 1, VN = Vcc = VSADN = +3.3V, VREFIN = +1.5V, SKIP = AGND, Ta = -40°C to +85°C, unless otherwise noted.) (Note 5)

PARAMETER | SYMBOL | CONDITIONS MIN  TYP MAX | UNITS
INPUTS AND OUTPUTS
SHDN, SKIP, GATE, V|N = Vog = +3.3V,
VSHDN. | rising edge, hysteresis = 100mV 0.9 16
Logic Input Threshold VSKIP, [————— v
VGATE SHDN, SKIP, GATE, \./lN =Vcc = +5.0V, 115 105
rising edge, hysteresis = 100mV
FBLANK = Vcc Vce-0.2
FBLANK Logic Thresholds VFBLANK PBLANK = REF 1.8 22 %
FBLANK = open 0.8 1.2
FBLANK = AGND 0.2
OD On-Resistance Rob GATE = Vcc 25 Q
OD On-Resistance Rob | GATE = AGND 25 Q

Note 2: Guaranteed by design and not production tested.

Note 3: To limit input surge currents, the current-limit threshold is set to 25% of its final value (25% x 4.8A = 1.2A) when the
MAX1536 is enabled or powered up. The current-limit threshold is increased by 25% every 256 LX cycles. The current-limit
threshold is at its final level of 4.8A after 768 LX cycles. See the Internal Soft-Start Circuit section.

Note 4: The upper and lower PGOOD thresholds are expressed as a ratio of VFg with respect to VREFIN.

VFB-VREFIN
VREFIN

x100%

Note 5: Specifications to -40°C are guaranteed by design and are not production tested.

Typical Operating Characteristics

(MAX1536 Circuit of Figure 1, Ta = +25°C, unless otherwise noted.)

EFFICIENCY vs. OUTPUT CURRENT OUTPUT VOLTAGE vs. OUTPUT CURRENT EFFICIENCY vs. OUTPUT CURRENT
(ViN =5V, L =1.5uH) (ViN =5V, L =1.5uH) (ViN = 3.3V, L=1.2uH)
100 === PWM MODE g 1.806 L 8 100 il 3
90 |— ioLe mope L P — & Rrorr = 93.1kQ : 90 T i N S
" 6/_._. I :‘qu.-- \\\ g 1.804 é % ) /:,a A Lt “o N é
v . X, g .
" vl ¥ N N = L 70 A/ f WK \
< / ' N VT = 2.5V o 1.802 - — = / d ML N _
= 60 f . out i &) k= o TN = o e el = ST Vour=2.5V
5 4 RrorF = 54.9k2 = W [~ N = 0 UG Rrorr = 42.2k2]
2 50 / 45 ANEETHIT N S 1800 N \ e . 1/ SR
) / ETIT I SVARMLALAP R =1 \ 2 / N Vour=1.8v
E 4 / b Vour=18v |||l 5 S 0 NG Roore < 75k LI
e / Bgs RroFF = 93.1kQ = IDLE MODE [} 4 RE Frrm
30 Y Sl AT 31798 | PWM MODE 30 Al SN Vo= 0.7V
LA T T T Rl Rrofr = 165kQ2
20 i Vour=07V g 179 2 g L
0 Lotk RroFF = 200k : 10 |k - - PWM MODE
Wil L] i — DLE MODE
0 1.794 0 T i
0.001 0.01 01 1 10 0.001 0.01 01 1 10 0.001 0.01 0.1 1 10
OUTPUT CURRENT (A) OUTPUT CURRENT (A) OUTPUT CURRENT (A)
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MAX1536

3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
Down Regulator with Dynamic Output Voltage Control

Typical Operating Characteristics (continued)
(MAX1536 Circuit of Figure 1, Ta = +25°C, unless otherwise noted.)

OUTPUT VOLTAGE vs. OUTPUT CURRENT EFFICIENCY vs. OUTPUT CURRENT
(Vin =3.3V, L=1.2uH) (Vour = 1.8V, fsw = 300kHz)
1.806 AL - 100 2
ToFE % TN T
1.804 z AT et z
— 80 b/ ! ~"'
o 1802 ~NLHHE s 0 //I'/" v VN =33V
2 N T ‘\__.-- Ranitl S ow v TR = 2.2
£ 1.800 Z 50 ;;( RroFF = 147kQ ||
5 = 14 1N
= IDLE MODE &= 40 o -
= || | PWM MODE & R Vin =5V
31798 0 30 O L=3.3uH
o RToFF = 221kQ
179 @ T
0 | A --= PWM MODE
— IDLE MODE
1.794 0 e
0.001 0.01 0.1 1 10 0001 001 0.1 1 10
OUTPUT CURRENT (A) OUTPUT CURRENT ()
EFFICIENCY vs. OUTPUT CURRENT
(Vin = 3.3V, Voutr = 1.8V) SWITCHING FREQUENCY vs. OUTPUT CURRENT
100 “ . 1000 ‘ ‘ T 5
: Viy=5.0V Vour=1.8V ]2
9% % e 900 A
o [T NI " LAY
e T L=33ul —_—
70 il RrorF = 178k} 700 I ——
< B fow = 250kHz '\
= 60 A R R — 600
% I L= 1.5uH = 4~
g 50 2 =~ Rrorr = 85kl < 500
s B fow = 500kHz 3 ~—~——_
£ 4 gy Hit— 1 400 V=33V
ST =0.8u
30 ik RN Rorr = 41.2k] 300
20 Lk fow = 1000kHz [ 200
ol FHE 1 1T
0 |80 -+ UM MODE 100 DL oDE]
) . DLE MODE . —
0001 0.01 0.1 1 10 0 1 2 3 4 5
OUTPUT CURRENT (A) OUTPUT CURRENT (A)
NO-LOAD SUPPLY CURRENT NO-LOAD SUPPLY CURRENT
vs. INPUT VOLTAGE (PWM MODE) vS. INPUT VOLTAGE (IDLE MODE)
MAX1536 toc08 1.05 r = 350
25 T 1.0 Vour =18V
‘ Vour=1.8V 1.04 345
I
20 0.8 1.03 340
/ / 1.02 335
— _ 10 330 _
=" 0 = el z
E [ £ =100 I /(/ 35 =
= (&) _ o
= " | 7/ o 8 099 // 320
0.98 // loc 315
lcc A 1
5 02 N 310
0.96 305
0 0 0.95 300
30 35 40 45 50 30 35 40 45 50
INPUT VOLTAGE (V)

INPUT VOLTAGE (V)
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3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
Down Regulator with Dynamic Output Voltage Control

Typical Operating Characteristics (continued)
(MAX1536 Circuit of Figure 1, Ta = +25°C, unless otherwise noted.)

STARTUP AND SHUTDOWN STARTUP AND SHUTDOWN
(HEAVY LOAD) (LIGHT LOAD)
MAX1536 toc10 MAX1536 toc11
Y — i ST
{ 5v/div HEEE T | 5V/div
| Veooon A — VpGooD
] 5V/div | 5V/div
] 2A/div I
| | 1A/div
| vour Vour
1 1V/div 1V/div
400us/div 400us/div
Vin=3.3V, Vour = 1.8V, RLoaD = 0.5Q Vin=3.3V, Vour = 1.8V, RLoap = 3Q
LOAD-TRANSIENT RESPONSE LOAD-TRANSIENT RESPONSE
(PWM MODE) (IDLE MODE)
MAX1536 toc12 T T MAXEM
.
[ .
............................................... ZOAU/L‘V 2A/d|v
: S RERRREREEE RS ILx hx
] 2A/dv 2A/div
gt ottt i Vout Vour
I 1 I L 50mV/div
............. ] W
(TCATITRARMANAMAABARNANIAY 51 " svidiv
20us/div 20us/div
Vin =33V, Vour = 1.8V, lour = 0.1A TO 3A TO 0.1A Vin=3.3V, Vour =1.8Y, lour =0.1ATO SATO 0.1A
DYNAMIC OUTPUT-VOLTAGE TRANSITION REFERENCE VOLTAGE
(IDLE MODE) vs. TEMPERATURE
MAX1536 toc14
Ry 2,002 ‘ e
5V/div V=33V IRer =0 ‘ &
2001 IngF = 25uA 12
Vix _—
5V/div 2.000 /
. ——
= // P
Vour 1.999 —
200mV/div = — T
/{
VREFIN 1.998
200mV/div
ILx 1.997
° 5A/div IREF = 50uA
1.996

20us/div

Vin = 3.3V, Vour =15V T0 1.8V TO 1.5V,
FBLANK = REF, L gap = 0.1A

MAXIM
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MAX1536

3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
Down Regulator with Dynamic Output Voltage Control

Pin Description

PIN NAME FUNCTION
1,21, Inductor Connection. Connection for the drains of the PMOS power switch and NMOS synchronous-rectifier
LX . .
24, 26 switch. Connect all LX pins together.
129’ 20 IN Power Input. Power input for the internal PMOS switch. Connect all IN pins together.
==« | Shutdown Control Input. Drive SHDN low to disable the reference, control circuitry, and internal MOSFETSs.
4 SHDN : ) )
Drive SHDN high or connect to Vcc for normal operation.
== | Pulse-Skipping Control Input. Connect SKIP to V¢ for low-noise, forced-PWM mode. Connect SKIP to AGND
5 SKIP . -~
for high-efficiency Idle Mode.
6 FB Feedback Input. The voltage at REFIN sets the feedback regulation voltage (VFB = VREFIN).
Integrator Compensation. Connect a 470pF capacitor from COMP to V¢ for integrator compensation.
7 COMP o .
See the Integrator Amplifier section.
8, 25 N.C. No Connection. Not internally connected. Connecting pin 25 to LX eases PC board layout.
Off-Time Select Input. Sets the PMOS power switch off-time during constant off-time operation. Connect a
9 TOFF | resistor from TOFF to AGND to adjust the PMOS switch off-time. See the Programming the No-Load Switching
Frequency and Off-Time section.
10 GATE Buffered OD and OD Control Input. A logic low on GATE forces OD low and OD high impedance. A logic high
on GATE forces OD high impedance and OD low.
11 oD Open-Drain Output. A logic low on GATE forces OD high impedance. A logic high on GATE forces OD low.
12 oD | Inverted Open-Drain Output. A logic low on GATE forces OD low. A logic high on GATE forces OD high
impedance.
13 REFIN | External Reference Input. The voltage at REFIN sets the feedback regulation voltage (VFB = VREFIN).
+2.0V Reference Voltage Output. Bypass REF to AGND with a minimum capacitance of 0.22uF. REF supplies
14 REF . .
up to 50pA for external loads. The internal reference turns off in shutdown.
15 AGND | Analog Ground. Connect backside pad to AGND.
16 v Analog Power Input. Power input to the internal analog circuitry. Bypass Vcc with a 10Q and 2.2uF (min)
ce lowpass filter (Figure 1).
Fault-Blanking Control Input. FBLANK is a four-level logic input that enables or disables fault blanking, and sets
the minimum forced-PWM operation time (tFBLANK). Enabling fault blanking forces PGOOD high for the selected
time period after a transition is detected on GATE. Additionally, the controller enters forced-PWM mode for the
duration of tFBLANK anytime GATE changes states. Connect FBLANK to the following pins to select tFeLANK and
17 FBLANK | fault blanking:
Vce = 150us (typ), fault blanking enabled
Open = 100us (typ), fault blanking enabled
REF = 50us (typ), fault blanking enabled
AGND = 100ps (typ), fault blanking disabled
Open-Drain Power-Good Output. PGOOD is low during soft-start, in shutdown, and when the output voltage is
18 PGOOD more than 10% (typ) above or below the normal regulation point. After the soft-start, PGOOD becomes high
impedance if the output is in regulation. PGOOD is blanked—forced into a high-impedance state—when
FBLANK is enabled and a transition is detected on GATE.
22, 23, PGND Power Ground. Internally connected to the source of the internal NMOS synchronous-rectifier switch.
27,28 Connect all PGND pins together.
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3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
Down Regulator with Dynamic Output Voltage Control

Standard Application Circuit

The MAX1536 standard application circuit (Figure 1)
generates a dynamically adjustable output voltage typical
of graphic processor core requirements. See Table 1
for component selections. Table 2 lists the component
manufacturers.

Detailed Description

The MAX1536 synchronous, current-mode, constant-
off-time, PWM DC-to-DC converter steps down an input
voltage (VIN) from +3.0V to +5.5V to an output voltage
from +0.7V to VIN. The MAX1536 output delivers up to
3.6A of continuous current. An internal 54mQ PMOS
power switch and an internal 47mQ NMOS synchro-
nous rectifier switch improve efficiency, reduce compo-
nent count, and eliminate the need for an external
Schottky diode (Figure 2).

Modes of Operation
The MAX1536 has two modes of operation: constant-
off-time PWM mode, and pulse-skipping Idle Mode.
The logic level on the SKIP input and the current
through the PMOS switch determine the MAX1536
mode of operation.

Forced-PWM mode keeps the switching frequency rel-
atively constant and is desirable in applications that
must always keep the frequency of conducted and
radiated emissions in a narrow band. Visit Maxim’s
website at www.maxim-ic.com for more information on
how to control electromagnetic interference (EMI).
Pulse-skipping Idle Mode has a dynamic switching fre-
quency under light loads and is desirable in applica-
tions that require high efficiency at light loads.

Forced-PWM Mode (SKIP = Vcc)
Connect SKIP to Vcc to force the MAX1536 to operate
in low-noise, constant-off-time PWM mode. Constant-
off-time PWM architecture provides a relatively con-
stant switching frequency (see the Frequency Variation
with Output Current section). A single resistor (RTOFF)
sets the PMOS power switch off-time that results in a
switching frequency up to 1.4MHz optimizing perfor-
mance trade-offs in efficiency, switching noise, compo-
nent size, and cost.

PWM mode regulates the output voltage by increasing
the PMOS switch on-time to increase the amount of energy
transferred to the load per cycle. At the end of each off-
time, the PMOS switch turns on and remains on until the
output is in regulation or the current through the switch
increases to the 4.8A current limit. When the PMOS
switch turns off, it remains off for the programmed off-
time (toFF), and the NMOS synchronous switch turns on.

MAXIM

The NMOS switch remains on until the end of tofFfF. Since
either the NMOS or the PMOS switch is always on in
PWM mode, the inductor current is continuous.

Idle Mode (SKIP = AGND)
Connect SKIP to AGND to allow the MAX1536 to auto-
matically switch between high-efficiency Idle Mode
under light loads and PWM mode under heavy loads.
The transition from PWM mode to Idle Mode occurs
when the load current is half the Idle Mode current
threshold (600mA typ).

In Idle Mode operation, the switching frequency is
reduced to increase efficiency. The inductor current is
discontinuous in this mode and the MAX1536 only initi-
ates an LX switching cycle when VFB < VREFIN. When
VFB falls below VREFIN, the PMOS switch turns on and
remains on until output is in regulation and the current
through the switch increases to the Idle Mode current
threshold (600mA typ). When the PMOS switch turns
off, the NMOS synchronous switch turns on and remains
on until the current through the switch decreases to the
zero-cross-current threshold of 200mA.

100% Duty-Cycle Operation
When the input voltage drops near the output voltage,
the LX duty cycle increases until the PMOS switch is on
continuously. The dropout voltage in 100% duty cycle
is the output current multiplied by the on-resistance of
the internal PMOS switch and parasitic resistance in
the inductor. The PMOS switch remains on continuously
as long as the current limit is not reached.

Internal Soft-Start Circuit
Soft-start allows a gradual increase of the current-limit
level at startup to reduce input surge currents. When
the MAX1536 is enabled or powered up, its current-
limit threshold is set to 25% of its final value (25% of
4.8A = 1.2A). The current-limit threshold is increased
by 25% every 256 LX cycles. The current-limit thresh-
old reaches its final level of 4.8A after 768 LX cycles or
when the output voltage is in regulation, whichever
occurs first. Additionally, when VFB < 0.3 x VREFIN, the
PMQOS switch remains off for the extended off-time of 4 x
tOFF. As a result of this soft-start feature, the main output
capacitor charges up relatively slowly. The exact time of
the output rise depends on the nominal switching fre-
quency, output capacitance, and the load current. See
the startup waveforms in the Typical Operating
Characteristics.

Short-Circuit/Overload Protection
The MAX1536 can sustain a constant short circuit or
overload. Under a short-circuit or overload condition,
when VFB < 0.3 x VREFIN, the MAX1536 uses an
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MAX1536

L1
1.2uH, SUMIDA
CDR7D28MN-1R2

Vour

ViN
+3.0VT0 +5.5V on IN LX Cour 0TV IOV
2X 10uF 100uF, 6.3V
109 +6.3V X5R

Ra g POSCAP

Vee FB
2.2uF

COMP PGND
AGND

POWER GOOD PGOOD

MAXIM g

PUWM MODE _|_ - MAX1536
|
IDLE MODE
REFIN
ON —_—
p———] SHDN
—|— OFF
0D
Ra
— Vout = VrB (1 +*)
—] FBLANK 0D Re
R2
VrB(LOW) = VREF (WRZ]
TOFF GATE —<_|_ VrgiLow
VFB(HIGH) v Ry ( R2 +R3 )
Rror FB(HIGH) = VREF | R+ o+ A3
75kQ

Figure 1. MAX1536 Standard Application Circuit

Table 1. Recommended Component Values (louT = 3.6A)

FULL-LOAD SWITCHING
VIN (V) | VouT (V) FREQUENCY L (uH) |Rtorr(kQ) | R1(kQ) | R2(kQ) | R3(kQ) | Ra(kQ) | RB(kQ)
fpwm (kH2)

5 3.3* 1020 1.2 30.1 Short Open Open 6.49 10
5 2.5* 1020 1.2 47.5 Short Open Open 2.49 10
5 1.8/1.5™ 820/900 1.2 78.7 20 60.4 121 Short Open
5 0.7* 450 1.2 200 130 69.8 Short Short Open
3.3 2.5* 640 1.0 30.1 Short Open Open 2.49 10
3.3 1.8/1.5™ 840/1030 1.0 49.9 20 60.4 121 Short Open
3.3 0.7* 660 1.0 121 130 69.8 Short Short Open

*In single-output voltage applications, OD, OD, and GATE are general-purpose gates. If OD and OD are not used, connect GATE to
AGND and leave OD and OD open.

**The output voltage changes between two set points depending on VGATE. See the Setting Dynamic Output Voltages with REFIN section.
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Table 2. Component Manufacturers

SUPPLIER COMPONENT PHONE WEBSITE
Coilcraft Inductors 800-322-2645 (USA) www.coilcraft.com
Coiltronics Inductors 561-752-5000 (USA) www.coiltronics.com
Kemet Capacitors 408-986-0424 (USA) www.kemet.com
Sanyo Capacitors 818-998-7322 (USA) WWW.Sanyo.com
Sumida Inductors 408-982-9660 (USA) www.sumida.com
. . 03-3667-3408 (Japan),
Taiyo Yuden Capacitors 408-573-4150 (USA) www.t-yuden.com
. 847-803-6100 (USA),
TDK Capacitors 81-3-5201-7241 (Japan) www.component.tdk.com
TOKO Inductors 858-675-8013 (USA) www.toko.com
v
e L ? VVV < 30010455V
PGOOD COMP SHON Voo T
REF MAXIM =
o600 R MAX1536 .
COMPARATOR
REFIN *
in i Y AN . N
< V)
I p CURRENT L o
— SUMMING SENSE IN
- 0D L A/\/\,———= COMPARATOR | L g;
PWM LOGIC X L v
_ FB AND p—» /OUT
= 0| DRIVERS +0.7VTO Vi
FBLANK _|
DECODE AND +
l—" TIMER | y Cour
CURRENT
20V TIMER SENSE PGND T
o = T REF {9
FaLankT [ ReF AGND TOFF | skip
— *FOR Vour > 2.0V, USE AN FB RESISTIVE DIVIDER
I = % FROM Vgur TO AGND.

Figure 2. MAX1536 Functional Diagram

extended off-time to control the current. Operation dur-
ing a short-circuit or overload is similar to forced-PWM
mode except the off-time is 4 x tOFF. At the end of each
off-time, the PMOS switch turns on and remains on until
the output is in regulation or the current through the
switch increases to the 4.8A current limit. When the
PMOS switch turns off, it remains off for four times the
programmed off-time (toFF), and the NMOS synchro-

MAXIM

nous switch turns on. Since either the NMOS or the
PMOS switch is always on, the inductor current is con-
tinuous. The RMS inductor current during a short circuit
remains below the 4.8A current-limit threshold. The
MAX1536 operates using the extended off-time until the
short-circuit or overload is removed and VFB > 0.3 x
VREFIN. Prolonged short circuit or overload can result in
thermal shutdown.

11

9ES IXVIN



MAX1536
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Shutdown (SHDN)
Drive SHDN low to disable the MAX1536 and reduce
the supply current to less than 1pA. In shutdown, all cir-
cuitry and internal MOSFETSs turn off, and the LX node
becomes high impedance. Drive SHDN high or con-
nect to Vcc for normal operation.

Summing Comparator
Three signals are added together at the input of the
summing comparator (Figure 2): an output-voltage
error signal relative to the reference voltage, an inte-
grated output-voltage error signal, and the sensed
PMOS switch current. The transconductance amplifier
with an external capacitor between COMP and Vcc
provides an integrated error signal. This integrator pro-
vides high DC accuracy without the need for a high-
gain amplifier (see the Integrator Amplifier section).

Power-Good Output (PGOOD)
PGOOD is an open-drain output that indicates if the
output voltage is in regulation. PGOOD is actively held
low in shutdown and during soft-start. After the soft-
start terminates, PGOOD becomes high impedance as
long as the output voltage is within +10% of the nominal
regulation voltage.

Once the MAX1536 has started, PGOOD pulls low when
the output voltage drops 10% below or rises 10% above
the nominal regulation voltage. PGOOD returns to high
impedance when the output voltage regains regulation.
For logic-level output voltages, connect a 100kQ external
pullup resistor between PGOOD and Vcc.

PGOOQOD is forced high impedance during the transition
period selected by FBLANK (see the Fault Blanking
section).

Table 3. FBLANK Configuration Table

TYPICAL FORCED-PWM
FBLANK | FAULT BLANKING DURATION (ps)
Ve Enabled 150
Open Enabled 100
REF Enabled 50
AGND Disabled 100

Fault Blanking (FBLANK)
The MAX1536 automatically enters forced-PWM opera-
tion for a predefined period following any GATE transi-
tion. The FBLANK control input determines how long the
MAX1536 maintains forced-PWM operation (Table 3).

When fault blanking is enabled (FBLANK = Vcc, open,
or REF), the MAX1536 forces PGOOD to a high-imped-
ance state during the transition period selected by
FBLANK (Table 3). This prevents the PGOOD signal
from going low when the output-voltage change
(AVouT) cannot occur as fast as the change in REFIN
voltage (AVREFIN).

Synchronous Rectification
In a nonsynchronous step-down regulator, an external
Schottky diode provides a path for current to flow when
the inductor is discharging. The MAX1536 synchronous
rectifier replaces the external Schottky diode with an
internal low-resistance NMOS switch reducing conduc-
tion losses and improving efficiency (Figure 3). There is
typically 40ns of delay between MOSFET transitions,
thus preventing cross conduction or “shoot through.”

NONSYNCHRONOUS STEP-DOWN SWITCHING REGULATOR

Vour
Cout

SYNCHRONOUS STEP-DOWN SWITCHING REGULATOR

ViN
Cin

v
UL

Vour

Cour

SYNCHRONOUS
RECTIFIER

Figure 3. Step-Down Switching Regulator

12

MAXIN




3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
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Thermal Shutdown
The MAX1536 features a thermal fault-protection circuit.
When the junction temperature rises above +165°C, a
thermal sensor shuts down the MAX1536 regardless of
VSHDN. The MAX1536 is reactivated after the junction
temperature cools to +150°C.

Thermal Resistance
Junction-to-ambient thermal resistance, 6Ja, is highly
dependent on the amount of copper area connected to
the exposed backside pad. Airflow over the board sig-
nificantly reduces 8Ja. For heat-sinking purposes, even-
ly distribute the copper area connected at the IC among
the high-current pins. Refer to the Maxim website
(www.maxim-ic.com) for QFN thermal considerations.

Power Dissipation
Power dissipation in the MAX1536 is dominated by
conduction losses in the two internal power switches.
Power dissipation due to supply current in the control
section and average current used to charge and dis-
charge the gate capacitance of the internal switches
(i.e., switching losses—Ps| ) is approximately:

PsL = C x VINZ x fsw
where:
C =5nF.
fsw = switching frequency.

The combined conduction losses (PcL) in the two
power switches are approximated by:

PcL = louT? x RPMOS
where:
louT = load current.
Rpmos = PMOS switch on-resistance.

1800 | |
1600 PN

1400 ><~
1200 \
xmoo ™~ /
800 7 \

600 4UT=2.5V/
400

200

/ N\

FREQUENCY (

Vour=1.0V" |

NO LOAD

30 35 4.0 45 5.0 55
Vin (V)

Figure 4. Maximum Recommended Operating Frequency vs.
Input Voltage

MAXIM

The junction-to-ambient thermal resistance required to
dissipate this amount of power is calculated by:

Tumax) - TAMAX)

Oa =
PsL + PcL

where:

0JA = junction-to-ambient thermal resistance.
Ty(MAX) = maximum junction temperature = +150°C.
TA(MAX) = maximum ambient temperature.

Design Procedure

For typical applications, use the recommended compo-
nent values in Table 1. For other applications, take the
following steps:

1) Select the desired PWM-mode switching frequency.
See Figure 4 for maximum operating frequency.

2) Select the constant off-time as a function of input
voltage, output voltage, and switching frequency.

3) Select RTOFF as a function of off-time.

4) Select the inductor as a function of output voltage,
off-time, and peak-to-peak inductor current.

Setting the Output Voltage

Setting VouTt with a Resistive Voltage-Divider at FB
The MAX1536 output voltage (VouT) is set using FB
and REFIN (Figure 5). The MAX1536 regulates VFB to
be equal to VREFIN. Connect FB to a resistive voltage-
divider between VouT and AGND to adjust VouT from
+0.7V to VIN. Select an R from 10kQ to 100k, then
calculate Ra based on the desired VouT:

Vout = +2.5V

LX

R
Vout = Vrg (1 +R*A
B

PGND

AXI

MAX1536
FB

VrB = VREFIN
VREF = +2.0V

REF
Crer
0.22uF REFIN AGND

Figure 5. Setting Voyr with a Resistive Voltage-Divider at FB
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Vour
Ra =Rg ( —1)
VB

where VFB = VREFIN.

Setting Dynamic Output Voltages with REFIN
The MAX1536 regulates VFB to be equal to VREFIN.
Changing VREFIN allows for a dynamic output voltage
that changes between two set points (see the
Multioutput Voltage Settings section for information on
three or more output-voltage set points). Figure 1 shows
a dynamically adjustable resistive voltage-divider net-
work at REFIN. Keep VREFIN between 0.7V and 2V.
Keep VREFIN below Vcc - 1.35V to avoid an undervolt-
age lockout condition. Toggling GATE switches in and
out the resistor connected between OD and AGND
changing VREFIN. A logic high on GATE turns on the
internal N-channel MOSFET, forcing OD to a low-imped-
ance state. A low logic on GATE turns off the internal N-
channel MOSFET, making OD high impedance. The
output voltage is determined by the following equations:

R
Vour = Vrs (1 + —A)
Rs

R2
Vrs(Low) = VReF (Fﬁ " RZ)
{ R2+R3 )
VEgHIGH) = VREF Lm)

The MAX1536 automatically enters forced-PWM opera-
tion on the rising and falling edges of GATE, and
remains in forced-PWM mode for a minimum time
selected by FBLANK (Table 3). Forced-PWM operation
is required to ensure fast, accurate negative voltage
transitions when REFIN is lowered. Since forced-PWM
operation disables the zero-crossing comparator, the
inductor current can reverse under light loads, quickly
discharging the output capacitors. The MAX1536 also
forces PGOOD to a high-impedance state for the peri-
od selected by FBLANK (Table 3).

For a step-voltage change at REFIN, the rate of change
of the output voltage is limited by the inductor current
ramp, the total output capacitance, the current limit,
and the load during the transition. The voltage across
the inductor and the inductance limits the inductor cur-
rent ramp. The total output capacitance determines
how much current is needed to change the output volt-
age. Additional load current slows down the output volt-
age change during a positive REFIN voltage change,

14

and speeds up the output voltage change during a
negative REFIN voltage change.

Adding a capacitor across REFIN and AGND filters
noise and controls the rate of change of the REFIN volt-
age during dynamic transitions. With the additional
capacitance, the REFIN voltage slews between the two
set points with a time constant given by the equivalent
parallel resistance seen by the slew capacitor CREFIN.
As shown in Figure 1, the time constant for a positive
REFIN voltage transition is:

(R1x (R2 +R3))

Tpos = | ———— 2| C
P8 RrvmeRs | TN

and the time constant for a negative REFIN voltage
transition is:

[ R1xR2)\

TNEG = Lm} CREFIN

During a negative REFIN voltage transition, the MAX1536
sinks current to discharge the output capacitor and bring
the output voltage down to the new set point. The
MAX1536 does not have a negative current limit, so
TNEG must be set long enough to keep the sinking cur-
rent within the maximum current capability of the IC:

. CourxAVout

TNEG = and Isink = lumiT
lsINK

Programming the No-Load Switching
Frequency and Off-Time
The MAX1536 features a programmable PWM mode
switching frequency, which is set by the input and out-
put voltage and the value of RTOFF. RTOFF sets the
PMOS power switch off-time in PWM mode. Use the fol-
lowing equation to select the off-time according to the
desired no-load switching frequency in PWM mode:

VIN- Vour

torF =
frwm X VIN

where:

tOFF = the programmed off-time.

VIN = the input voltage.

VouT = the output voltage.

fPwM = no-load switching frequency, PWM mode.
Select RTOFF according to the formula:

MAXIN
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110kQ
1.00us

RroFF = (torF — 0.07us)

VTOFF is typically 1.1V and the recommended values
for RTOFF range from 30.1kQ to 499kQ for off-times of
0.3us to 4.5ps.

Frequency Variation with Output Current
The operating frequency of the MAX1536 in PWM mode
is determined primarily by torr (set by RTOFF), VIN, and
VouT as shown in the following formula:

VIN- Vour - VPMmos
torr (VIN - VPMos + VNMOS)

fpwm =

where:

VPMOS = the voltage drop across the internal PMOS
power switch, loUT x RPMOS.

VNMOS = the voltage drop across the internal NMOS
synchronous-rectifier switch, louT x RNMOS.

As the output current increases, VNMOS and VPMOS
increase and the voltage across the inductor decreas-
es. This causes the frequency to drop. Approximate the
change in frequency with the following formula:

_lout XRpmos

Af =
P VIN X torrF

where RPmMOs is the resistance of the internal MOSFETs
(54mQ, typ).

Inductor Selection
The key inductor parameters must be specified: induc-
tor value (L) and peak current (IPEAK). The following
equation includes a constant, denoted as LIR, which is
the ratio of peak-to-peak inductor AC ripple current to
maximum DC load current. A higher value of LIR allows
smaller inductance but results in higher losses and rip-
ple. A good compromise between size and losses is
found at approximately a 25% ripple-current to load-
current ratio (LIR = 0.25), which corresponds to a peak-
inductor current 1.125 times the DC load current:

_ Vour xtorr
lout X LIR

where:
louT = maximum DC load current.

LIR = ratio of peak-to-peak AC inductor current to DC
load current, typically 0.25.

MAXIM

The peak-inductor current at full load is 1.125 x louT if
the above equation is used; otherwise, the peak current
is calculated by:

lpEAK = louT + Vour x tore

2xL
Choose an inductor with a saturation current at least as
high as the peak-inductor current. The inductor select-
ed should exhibit low losses at the chosen operating
frequency.

Capacitor Selection
The input-filter capacitor reduces peak currents and
noise at the voltage source. Use a low-ESR and low-
ESL capacitor located no further than 5mm from IN.
Select the input capacitor according to the RMS input
ripple-current requirements and voltage rating:

Vout (ViN - Vour)
VIN

IrIPPLE = lLOAD

where IRIPPLE = input RMS current ripple.

The output-filter capacitor affects the output-voltage
ripple, output load-transient response, and feedback-
loop stability. For stable operation, the MAX1536
requires a minimum output ripple voltage of VRIPPLE =
1% x VOUT.

The minimum ESR of the output capacitor is calculated by:

ESR>1% xL
torF

Stable operation requires the correct output-filter capaci-
tor. When choosing the output capacitor, ensure that:

Cour = toFF X 79uF x 1V
Vout lus

Integrator Ampilifier
An internal transconductance amplifier fine tunes the
output DC accuracy. A capacitor, Ccomp, from COMP
to Vcc compensates the transconductance amplifier.
For stability, choose Ccomp = 470pF. A larger capaci-
tor value maintains a constant average output voltage,
but slows the loop response to changes in output volt-
age. A smaller capacitor value speeds up the loop
response to changes in output voltage but decreases
stability.

15

9ES IXVIN



MAX1536

3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
Down Regulator with Dynamic Output Voltage Control

Applications Information

Multioutput Voltage Settings
The MAX1536 is optimized to work in applications that
require two dynamic output voltages; however, discrete
logic or a DAC connected to REFIN allows three or
more dynamic output voltages.

Figure 6 shows an application circuit providing four
voltage levels using discrete logic. Switching resistors
in and out of the resistor network changes the voltage
at REFIN. An edge-detection circuit is added to trigger
a 1us pulse on GATE to start the fault-blanking and
forced-PWM operation. GATE requires a minimum
pulse width of 500ns. The edge-detection circuit is not
required if the MAX1536 is always in PWM mode (SKIP
= Vcc) and fault blanking is not necessary.

Active Bus Termination
Active bus termination power supplies generate a volt-
age rail that tracks a set reference. Active bus termina-
tion power supplies are unique because they source
and sink current. DDR memory architecture requires
active bus termination. In DDR memory architecture,
the termination voltage is set at exactly half the memory
supply voltage. Configure the MAX1536 to generate the
termination voltage using a resistor-divider at REFIN.
Force the MAX1536 to operate in PWM mode (SKIP =
Vce) to source and sink current. Figure 7 shows the
MAX1536 configured as a DDR termination regulator.
Connect GATE and FBLANK to AGND when unused.

Circuit Layout and Grounding
Good layout is necessary to achieve the intended out-
put power level, high efficiency, and low noise. Good
layout includes the use of a ground plane, careful com-
ponent placement, and correct routing of traces using
appropriate trace widths. Refer to the MAX1536 EV Kit
for layout reference.

Vee

vV _
o —I_— SKIP IN WVW

MAXI/N ;;
MAX1536 g

REFIN L ViT=—=—

LX —>
+

AGND PGND

GATE
E FBLANK

Figure 7. Active Bus Termination

1000pF 10k

1000pF 10k

0D |—

Vopa = DDR MEMORY SUPPLY VOLTAGE
V77 = TERMINATION SUPPLY VOLTAGE

A Rer

R1
B —0—{ R3
4 4 REFIN

NAXIV
MAX1536

AGND

1.5kQ

1000pF

IH

; Vour
A som/civ

T T
W w“w 2A/div

10us/div
ViN=3.3V, Voyr=1.25V, oyt =-1ATO +1ATO -1A

o

o

Figure 6. Multioutput Voltage Settings
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Figure 8. Source/Sink Waveforms
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The following points are in order of decreasing importance:

1) Minimize switched-current and high-current ground
loops. Connect the input capacitor’'s ground, the out-
put capacitor’'s ground, and PGND at a single point.
Connect the resulting island to AGND at only
one point.

2) Connect the input filter capacitor less than 5mm
away from IN. The connecting copper trace carries
large currents and must be at least 1mm wide,
preferably 2.5mm.

MAXIM

3) Place the LX node components as close together
and as near to the device as possible. This reduces
noise, resistive losses, and switching losses.

4) A ground plane is essential for optimal performance.
In most applications, the circuit is located on a multi-
layer board, and full use of the four or more layers is
recommended. Use the top and bottom layers for
interconnections and the inner layers for an uninter-
rupted ground plane. Avoid large AC currents
through the ground plane.

Chip Information

TRANSISTOR COUNT: 4305
PROCESS: BiICMOS
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Package Information

(The package drawing(s) in this data sheet may not reflect the most current specifications. For the latest package outline information,
go to www.maxim-ic.com/packages.)
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3.6A, 1.4MHz, Low-Voltage, Internal-Switch Step-
Down Regulator with Dynamic Output Voltage Control

Package Information (continued)

(The package drawing(s) in this data sheet may not reflect the most current specifications. For the latest package outline information,
go to www.maxim-ic.com/packages.)

COMMON DIMENSIONS EXPOSED PAD VARIATIONS
PKG. 16L 5x5 20L 5x5 28L 5x5 32L 5x5 40L 5x5 PKG. D2 2 L [oown
SYMBOL [ MIN. [nom]wax. [ min. Jnom.]max. | min. Jnom.[max. [ min. Tnommax [ min. Tnom Jmax. CODES MIN. [ NOM. [ MAX. | MIN. [ NOM | MAX. | =015 | oo
A ]o.70]0.75]0.80{0.70 |0.75]| 0.80]0.70[0.75 [ 0.80 |0.70 |0.75]0.80 [0.70 |0.75 |0.80 T16551 13001 31013201300 310320 = NO
Al 0 [0.02]0.05] 0 [0.02]0.05[ 0 Jo.02]0.05] 0 Jo.02]0.05 0 ]o.02]0.05 T16552 13.00131013201300 131013201 = YES
A3 0.20 REF. 0.20 REF. 0.20 REF. 0.20 REF. 0.20 REF. T1655N-1 | 3.00] 3.120/3.20] 3.00 | 3.10 | 3.20 *k NO

0.25 ]0.30]0.35]0.25]0.30 | 0.35]0.20 |0.25|0.300.20 |0.25]0.30 |0.15 |0.20 |0.25

g 2.90 [5.00 | 5.104.90 [5.00 | 5.10]4.90 [5.00 | 5.10]4.90 | 5.00[5.10 [4.90 [ 5.005.10 120552 13001310132013.0013.1013201 = NO
E 4.90 [5.00] 5.10]4.90 [5.00] 5.10]4.90 [5.00] 5.10]4.90 | 5.005.10 [4.90 [ 5.00]5.10 T2055-3 13.00[310]3.20]300]310])320] = YES
e 0.80 BSC. 0.65 BSC. 0.50 BSC. 0.50 BSC. 0.40 BSC. T2055-4 13.00)3.10)320)3.00|310)320) = NO
 Tozml - T Toml - T Tozsl - T —Toml - T  lomslossloas| [720555 |3.15[3.25]335[3.15 [3.25[335] 040 | YES
L 0.30 |0.40 | 0.50 [0.45 [0.55 [ 0.65 [0.45 [0.55 | 0.65 ]0.30 | 0.40] 0.50] 0.40 | 0.50 [ 0.60 T2855-1 ]3.15[325]335/315325[335] = NO
1 o -1 - T -1 -1 -1 -1-1-1-1T- losolozoloso T2855-2 | 2.60 | 2.70 | 2.80 | 2.60 | 2.70 | 2.80 | «« NO
N 16 20 28 32 40 T2855-3 3.1513.25|3.35(3.15 | 3.25 | 3.35 i YES
ND 4 5 7 8 10 T2855-4 2.60 270280260 |2.70|2.80 *x YES
NE 4 5 7 8 10 728555 |2.60[270[280]260 270 280 = NO
JEDEC WHHB WHHC WHHD-1 WHHD-2 | = - T2855-6 3.1513.25|3.35(3.15 |3.25]3.35 *x NO
T2855-7 2.60|2.70]12.80]2.60 | 2.70 | 2.80 *k YES

NOTES: T2855-8 | 3.15 | 3.25 | 3.35] 3.15 | 3.25 | 3.35 | 0.40 | YES
1. DIMENSIONING & TOLERANCING CONFORM TO ASME Y14.5M-1994. T2855N-1 | 3.15[3.25]3.35/3.15 [3.25[3.35]| NO
2. ALL DIMENSIONS ARE IN MILLIMETERS. ANGLES ARE IN DEGREES. T3255-2 |300/3.10)3.20)3.003.10]320) = NO
73255-3 | 3.00[3.10[320]3.00 310320 = YES

3. NIS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF TERMINALS.

- N
/A\ THE TERMINAL #1 IDENTIFIER AND TERMINAL NUMBERING CONVENTION SHALL 132554 18.00]81043820}300}310/320f = )
CONFORM TO JESD 95-1 SPP-012. DETAILS OF TERMINAL #1 IDENTIFIER ARE T3255N-1 [3.00(3.10)3.203.00 |3.10 |3.20 | NO
OPTIONAL, BUT MUST BE LOCATED WITHIN THE ZONE INDICATED. THE TERMINAL #1 T4055-1 3.20 ] 3.30|3.40|3.20 | 3.30 | 3.40 *o YES

IDENTIFIER MAY BE EITHER A MOLD OR MARKED FEATURE.

& DIMENSION b APPLIES TO METALLIZED TERMINAL AND IS MEASURED BETWEEN
0.25 mm AND 0.30 mm FROM TERMINAL TIP.

A ND AND NE REFER TO THE NUMBER OF TERMINALS ON EACH D AND E SIDE RESPECTIVELY.
7. DEPOPULATION IS POSSIBLE IN A SYMMETRICAL FASHION.
COPLANARITY APPLIES TO THE EXPOSED HEAT SINK SLUG AS WELL AS THE TERMINALS.

9. DRAWING CONFORMS TO JEDEC M0220, EXCEPT EXPOSED PAD DIMENSION FOR T2855-1,
T2855-3, AND T2855-6.

& WARPAGE SHALL NOT EXCEED 0.10 mm. EID DALLAs »,
11. MARKING IS FOR PACKAGE ORIENTATION REFERENCE ONLY. BS“M /VI /J‘I/VI
12. NUMBER OF LEADS SHOWN ARE FOR REFERENCE ONLY.

LEAD CENTERLINES TO BE AT TRUE POSITION AS DEFINED BY BASIC DIMENSION "e", +0.05.

** SEE COMMON DIMENSIONS TABLE

TME pACKAGE OUTLINE,
16, 20, 28, 32, 40L THIN QFN, 5x5x0.8mm

APPROVAL DOCUMENT CONTROL NOC. R&V, 2
-DRAWING NOT TO SCALE- 21-0140 H /2

Maxim cannot assume responsibility for use of any circuitry other than circuitry entirely embodied in a Maxim product. No circuit patent licenses are
implied. Maxim reserves the right to change the circuitry and specifications without notice at any time.
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